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Why We Need
School-To-Work Programs
· The transition from school to work in the United States is neither smooth nor efficient. Although most young Americans start working at paid jobs while they are in high school, these jobs are seldom connected to their studies or career aspirations. 

· Employment in professional and related occupations and in service occupations is expected to increase the fastest of all occupations and add the most jobs from 2004 to 2014; office and administrative support occupations are projected to grow about half as fast as all occupations, and production occupations should decline slightly. 

· Occupations with the largest job growth trended through 2014 require some degree of training / job preparation. 

· Constant training, re-training, job hopping, and even career hopping has become the norm.
Mission
The mission of the Atlantic STW Committee is to promote communication between the Atlantic business community and the Atlantic Community Schools for the purpose of helping prepare students for a constructive work life.

Vision
The Atlantic STW Committee will serve local businesses and the Atlantic Community School District (ACSD) by helping facilitate a smooth transition from school to either employment or further education for all students, supporting local businesses in finding qualified future employees by including work- and career-related perspectives in K-12 curriculum, and assisting the school district in its comprehensive improvement plan.
HELP WANTED
The Atlantic School District needs your help in supporting the School-To-Work Program!  Without the generosity and support of the community and local businesses, the program cannot grow.  Any suggestions or offers on how businesses and the community can be involved with students in the classroom are greatly appreciated.  If you are a local business that would like to participate in the STW program, please contact the STW Coordinator.  
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2008-2009 STW Committee Meeting sites
September 18 - Iowa Western Community College
October 16 - Atlantic Middle School (Media Center)
November 20 - Atlantic Bottling Company
December 18 - Atlantic Chamber Office 

January 15 - Cass County Memorial Hospital (1st floor conference room)
February 19 - Site To Be Determined
March 19 - Atlantic High School (Family & Consumer Science Lab)
April 16 - CASS, Incorporated 
ISU ‘Taking the Road Less Traveled Conference 
This career conference exposes female students to careers in the areas of science, math, engineering & technology.  Ms. Hobson took a group of high school students this year and Ms. Sandage also took a group of middle school students.  Students will be sharing about their experience at the November STW Committee meeting
Ronald McDonald visits Washington Elementary

On Monday, October 20, Ronald McDonald spoke to students at Washington elementary.  He talked to the students about friendship, working together and making good choices.  He also performed a couple of magic tricks!  

Upcoming Events
· 1st Grade Harvest & Farm Product Day: students will be introduced to various harvest/farm occupations.  Presenters will include Cass County Beef Producers, Pork Producers, Milk Unlimited, Southwest Iowa Egg, Lindeman Tractor and a local farmer.
· Trojan Diner: 11/12 & 12/3.  Under the direction of Meryl Hopper, AHS Foods Instructor, students plan the menu, shop for groceries, prepare and serve the food.  This activity gives students real life work experience as well as personal life skills.  Meals are served at 11, 11:30 am & 12pm.  Reservations are due the Wednesday before, please call 243.5920 for reservations. 
